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(54) PROCESS CARTRIDGE AND IMAGE FORMING DEVICE USING THE SAME 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To mount a memory whose the 
address length is different in communication specification as 
a cartridge information storage memory by providing a 
storage means for storing cartridge information and a pattern 
storage means for storing a specified pattern to discriminate } 
the accessible capacity of the storage means. i,,^* 
SOLUTION: A CPU 3 of a printer engine 1 and a non-volatile * 
memory 4 of a process cartridge 2 have a means for 
communicating through four-wire serial interface 5. The CPU 
3 stores three kinds of matching patterns in an incorporated 
memory or the like, and judges that the stored patterns 
coincide with which the matching patterns. Then, by 

communicating in each of communication address length, 

read and write with an address information group are possible 
and the readout/write-in of the content of the memory is 
possible based on the information by the CPU 3 of the 
printer engine 1 whatever the type of the non-volatile 
memory 4 is and it is possible to judge the life of a drum or 
the like. 
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